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HELLO EVERYONE!!!

We are excited to send you the first newsletter of the year -
one of several announcing and promoting our conference this
year in Baltimore!! "Living the Vision Together, Today,
Tomorrow and Beyond!" is scheduled for November 8 - 11,

2006. Please distribute the message far and wide. The local and
national planning committees are working hard to bring everyone
together for an exceptional conference this year in Baltimore,
MD. If you have got an interest, a resource or an idea, let

us know--we'd love to include YOU or YOUR ASSOCIATION in
planning and taking the conference to fruition.

This newsletter is being sent to you in a timely manner so that
you may apply to the Call for Presentations--see the back of this
newsletter for more information. The best of Maryland and the
District of Columbia will be featured at the conference, and there
are many innovative projects, systems change efforts and
personal successes, so let's capture them all!

Other opportunities for people and associations are
connections, renewal, poster sessions, donations to our silent
auction, vendor exhibit hall, sponsorships, volunteering (Seven
hours of volunteer time will get you free registration to the
conference!), a dance on Thursday evening of the conference
hosted by your local Mid-Atlantic Chapter and much, much

Welcome to this year's TASH Conference!

=~ Gail Godwin
_—
== MASH President

LEADERS IN DISABILITY

A VISION FOR NEW LEADERSHIP
POLICY  DISABILITY ADVOCACY

There is an exciting new opportuity for
Marylanders interested in leadership and
advocacy. Teams of individuals interested
in learning and working together on
disability issues are encouraged to apply.
Team members may include (but are not
limited to) indivudals with disabilities,
family members, support persons,
neighbors, co-workers, colleagues and

friends. Through this project is the hope
to assist people with developmental
disabilities and their families to learn
new skills in changing policy by
attending classes; working on a learning
team; and receiving guidance from
experienced mentors.

Applications are being accepted through
April 15,2006. Contact Denise Marshall
at 410-987-1048 x113 or visit the website
at www.BEaLEADER.info to download
an application or to apply online.

INCREASING AND
IMPROVING FRIENDSHIPS

The Parents Support Resource Network
(PSRN) will host a dinner with Carol
Tashie, a national advocate and speaker
on friendships for people with disabilities,
on Wednesday, April 5, at 6:30 pm to
brainstorm a local effort on how we can
work towards an intentional effort to foster
friendships for people with disabilities.

Carol Tashie was trained as both a
general educator and a special educator.
For thirteen years, Carol worked with
schools, families, and students to create
inclusive classrooms, schools and
districts, with specific emphasis on high
school inclusion, inclusion of students
with autism labels, inclusive education
at the college level, and friendship. She
currently works with local and national
social justice organizations to envision
and support inclusive, just and equitable
communities for all people of the world.

Dinner will cost $40 per person for a
five-course meal (appetizers, salads, pastas,
entrees, dessert, coffee, tea, and soda).
Please contact Jessica Pearsall at 410-788-
9222 if you would like to attend.

The MASH HASH is an occasional
" publication of MASH--the Mid-Atlantic
Chapter of TASH which supports
" Maryland and Washington, DC.
Contact us at 410-945-4356,
gailghsi@prodigy.net and
<www.midatlantic.tash.org>.

TASH is an international association of
people with disabilities, their family
members, other advocates, and
professionals working for a society in
which inclusion of all people in all
aspects of society is the norm.
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